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At its peak around 5.5 million tons of coal
was moved each year.
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Dunston Staiths stopped being used for
loading coal in 1980 and is the last one left.
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Today, the river is quieter and the Staiths is
home to birds, wildlife, and memories.
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You can find out more about Dunston Staiths in Explore
Heritage at www.tynederwentway.co.uk




Over the years there have been many suggestions on what to do with the Staiths and how it could be reused for the
benefit of the community. In this activity, we will recreate the Staiths together using simple materials to discover its past
and imagine its future.
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LET’S TRAVEL THROUGH TIME
FORAGE AND FIND
> Before you get started, we need some
Let’s travel through time! You can use this weblink A materials. You could use:

or the QR code to show you how to do this:
https://youtu.be/AYnrtphO_RY. _
Soft air-dry clay

How far into the past and future are you travelling? You might pe Wooden sticks

When you get to the past and travel to the future tempted to imagine Cardboard
you might want to ask yourself: a future bgseq on your String or wool he
fears, but we Textured materials Use som® ?ft

What does the River Tyne and the Staiths look like? ©Nncourage yoy to “V_Vh‘l f‘rom the
hat sights, sounds, smells, even tastes are there? travel to o future questf:h_‘s resource

How has climate change affected the communities built on your frcg‘;\;cl;’u want some

and wildlife along the River Tyne? hopes. inspiration- -

LET’S GET BUILDING! 4

There is no right or wrong way to do this. Use images of the
Staiths as inspiration and to guide you.

“I think if the Staiths 3 [~ ™ Moake a base: Start with a flat piece of card or clay.

could whisper, they would _ S g _ _ _

say “Iwas the heartbeat [ =S ¥ _ Add supports: Create pillars or posts using clay and sticks.

of the area, Dunston &
Teams, | was the wooden _
heart in the River Tyne". Add detail: You might include: rails, platforms, textures, marks &
Trish Brown, Dunston & S patterns.

Teams resident b

Build the walkway: Lay sticks or strips across the supports.

Now imagine what it could be in the future by adding more
materials: This could be nature, housing, people.



